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YOUR SAY, YOUR CALL COMPETITION 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.03 pm]: In late July, it was my pleasure to present the 
awards for the Your SAY, Your Call competition. This competition is a collaboration between the Western Australia 
Police Force, the Students Advising Youth (SAY) Project and the Constable Care Child Safety Foundation’s youth 
brand, Your Call. Its purpose is to confront the problem of online abuse in our community, particularly the ways 
it affects young people. Participants work in groups of three to create a short film of up to three minutes on cyber 
safety and its effect on youth mental health. They conduct their own research, write the narrative and produce their 
own video. Participants are encouraged to explore themes such as staying safe, dealing with cyberbullying, scams 
and phishing. 

Our young people are growing up in a world in which surfing the internet can be unexpectedly dangerous and 
damaging. This is not just an impression or an anecdote. Research conducted last year shows that over one-third 
of parents were aware of their teenager having had a negative online experience in the previous 12 months. It also 
indicated that almost 60 per cent of young people who reported a negative online experience identified emotional 
and/or psychological impacts as a result. 

In 2018, 30 completed films involving over 150 young people were made on the impact of bullying. This year 
100 registrations were received from schools, community and youth groups across Western Australia. Of these, 
10 films were short-listed for judging. I congratulate all those who took part. In particular, I congratulate Lucy Marden, 
a year 12 student from Cornerstone Christian College, who was named the winner for her entry One Word Wrong, 
which focused on online predators. I also congratulate Jessica Arnold, a year 11 student from Atwell College and 
Aron Attiwell, a recent graduate from Kennedy Baptist College, who were named runner-up for their film addressing 
the issue of scams and phishing. Third place went to Joshua Webb and Ethan Brown, year 10 students from 
Chisholm Catholic College, for their film on technology addiction. As the winner, Lucy will now work alongside 
filmmakers at Edith Cowan University’s WA Screen Academy to bring her film to life. It will be converted into 
a high-quality interactive film for promotion to the Western Australian community. 

This competition is about resistance and resilience. It celebrates those who are not prepared to sit back and allow 
bad online behavior to flourish. Rather, they can and do use the internet to call out the bullies and the con artists 
and the cowards who lurk in its darker places. 

I commend all those who took part and those agencies that made it possible, particularly the Western Australian 
Lions Drug Education Foundation, the sponsors of the competition. 
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